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House museums, biographical museums, museums of significant 
lives, artists’ and collectors’ homes, atelier houses  – house 

museums are known by many names 
 
 
The conference aimed to strengthen the professional network of house museums in Finland and offer 
peer support, as well as to improve the capabilities of these professionals to meet any future economic 
or operational challenges, since it will be vital for future museum professionals to actively take part 
in society’s impact discussion. Therefore, we invited the Finnish museum professionals broadly to take 
part in discussing the future of this significant sector of our cultural heritage. 
 
Small house museums often operate with meagre budgets. However, with the help of the DEMHIST 
grant, we could lower the participation fee and thus enable wider participation. Altogether we had 
over 70 participants at the conference. The event took place in the conference centre of Järvenpää city 
- a small town located 30 kilometres from the capital city of Helsinki, by the lake Tuusulanjärvi. 
Around the lake are six house museums built as part of the former artists’ colony dating to the turn of 
the 20th century. Thus, Järvenpää was an obvious choice for hosting the house museum conference. 
  
During the two-day conference, we had three keynote talks, twelve presentations from the museum 
field, five workshops and a panel discussion. With financial support, we covered fees for the keynotes 
and workshops, the venue's expenses, the printing of the conference materials, and a modest 
compensation for the preparatory time. In addition, the lunches and coffees were covered with the 
participation fee, and the conference dinner was organised as the participants’ extra expense. 
  
To estimate how our initial goals were achieved, we collected feedback from all the participants after 
the conference. The grades were overwhelmingly positive and encouraging. For the whole event in 
general (on a scale from 1 to 5), the average quality was estimated to be 4,6. The speakers and the 
workshops also received excellent grades (both 4,2). Notably, the highest rates were given when asked 
how vital participants consider organising events like this in the future (4,8) or establishing a network 
for the Finnish house museums (4,5). Respondents also gave some valuable ideas for topics and themes in 
the future.  
  
To keep the threshold of the event as low as possible and ensure accessibility for all, we decided to 
organise the event in Finnish. In the feedback, we asked how important people consider participation in 
domestic languages in the future. There were differing opinions, but the overall rate was 3,7, which 
might indicate that there are too few theory-based conferences specifically for house museums in 
Finland. The assessment is both an encouragement and a challenge – it encourages us to continue 
working in Finnish while challenging the future-oriented aim to broaden the practice to the 
international field. 
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WORKING GROUP 

Liisa Oikari, researcher, the Mannerheim Museum 
Nina Robbins, museology docent, art conservator 
Jaana Tamminen, Director, Järvenpää Art Museum 
Mari Viita-aho, doctoral researcher, University of Helsinki 
Johanna Virtala, conference assistant 
 

With the kind support of  
The Järvenpää Art Museum 
The Finnish Cultural Foundation (Uusimaa Regional Fund) 
The Mannerheim Foundation 
Icom Demhist, the international committee for historic house museums 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
the conference venue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

the conference program 
 conference working group member Mari Viita-aho getting ready to start the conference 
 demhist chair Yvonne Ploum giving a welcoming speech 
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2 DAYS 
3 KEYNOTES 
4 PANEL SPEAKERS 
5 WORKSHOPS 
13 GUEST SPEAKERS 
 
 
KEYNOTES 
 
Cultural Heritage Researcher Caroline Wallis  
In and Out of a Full House – Perspectives on nationalism, identify, heritage and sketches of possible futures 
for house museums  
 
Professor of Museology, Emerita Kerstin Smeds 
Paluu hylättyyn taloon – paikka, aika ja identiteetti|Return to an Abandoned House – Place, time and 
identity 
 
PhD Anna Kajander 
Kuinka kodikkuus aistitaan? – Tutkimushanke SENSOMEMOn näkökulmia affektiiviseen 
materiaalisuuteen|How does one sense a home? Research project SENSOMEMO’s views on affective 
materiality 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Voices from house museums – three themes with 13 speakers (via CfP) 
 
      Visitors, narratives, fiction and facts 

Sanna-Mari Niemi 
Fiktion mahdollisuudet (kirjailija)kotimuseoissa|Opportunities of fiction in (author) house museums 
Salla Heino ja Heidi Kallioinen 
Kotimuseon tomutus. Juhlavuoden hankkeet Sinebrychoffin taidemuseossa|Dusting a house museum. 
Celebratory year in the Sinebrychoff Art Museum. 
Sanna Valoranta-Saltikoff 
Kotimuseoiden muuttuva rooli ja muuttuvat narratiivi|The changing role and narratives of house 
museums 
Anne-Maija Malmisalo-Lensu 
Kävijöiden motiivit ja odotukset vierailulle Alvar Aallon kotimuseoissa|The motives and expectations of 
visitors in the Alvar Aalto house museums 
Leena Hannula 
Onko fiktiolla paikkaa kotimuseossa, jonka tehtävä on kertoa historiasta? |Is there a place for fiction in a 
house museum? 
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Values 

Kalle Kallio  
Lenin museo – Epähenkilön oma museo|The Lenin Museum - the museum of an unperson 
Laura Gutman  
Villa Reire – A Study Case      
Ilona Tuomi  
Suomen asutusmuseo – Löytöretki elettävään elämään?|Suomen asutusmuseo - a discovery trip to the 
life to be lived?            
Juho Haavisto  
ITE-taidekohteet kotimuseoina ja taideluomina|ITE art -ITE homes as house museums and art galleries 
 
Authenticity 

Lotta Nylund 
Paikan hengen säilyttämisen haasteet kotimuseossa – esimerkki  Villa Gyllenberg|The challenges of 
preserving genius loci in house museums - case Villa Gyllenberg 
Tuula Juvonen 
Kotimuseoiden sateenkaareva potentiaali|The rainbow coloured potential of house museums 
Ulla Kinnunen 
Autenttisuus Tuusulan museokohteissa|Authenticity in Tuusula museums 
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WORKSHOPS 

Tervetuloa dynaamiseen museoon!  
|Welcome to the Dynamic Museum!  
Leena Paaskoski 
 
Arvovalintoja vai ainoastaan arvoja ja valintoja?  
|Value Decisions or just Values and Decisions?  
Nina Robbins 
 
Museoni identiteetti osana kotimuseokenttää  
|The Identity of my Museum as part of the House Museum Scene 
Liisa Oikari 
 
Kuinka estän istumasta?|How do I Prevent from Sitting?  
Julia Donner, Pälvi Myllylä, Tuija Wahlroos 
 
Tulevaisuuden ilmastotaitoja - luovan kirjoittamisen työpaja  
|Climate Skills for the Future – Workshop for creative writing 
Henna Laininen 
 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Eero Salmio - Researcher, Helsinki City Museum 
Julia Donner - Director, Ainola Museum 

Ann-Cathrin Rothlind - MA Conservator, National Historical Museums, Sweden 
Jaana Tamminen - Director, Järvenpää Art Museum 
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